[Sterols of mulberry leaves and small leaf curl disease].
Free and bound sterols of leaves of five mulberry cultivars differing in their susceptibility to small leaf curl disease have been studied. The total content of sterols in all samples is similar and is not correlated with the resistance of the cultivars. The qualitative composition of particular sterols is also identical. They are represented by cholesterol, campesterol, stigmasterol, sitosterol, and two 4alpha-methylsterols. The leaves of the most sensitive cultivar are characterized by high cholesterol content. The ratio sitosterol : stigmasterol decreased in proportion to the resistance level of a cultivar.